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1. Environmental Responsibility 
 a. Efficient Water Usage
 b. Soil Health
 c. Integrated Pest Management (IPM)
 d. Energy Conservation
 e. Environmentally Friendly Packaging 
2. Social Responsibility 
 a. Employee Welfare
 b. Grower Community Efforts
 c. Fair Trade
3. Programs for Growing into the Future
 a. Innovations & new technologies
    throughout the supply chain
 b. Produce Traceability
 c. Research Programs

For more than 90 years, the Giumarra Companies have worked to provide the world with quality 
produce. In the 21st century, we have become a leader in environmentally-conscious farming 
practices and in partnering with growers to provide socially-responsible communities. 

Our corporate focus is to continue exceeding our consumers’ demand for produce of the highest 
excellence, while also guiding the field in innovative ideas and technologies that help our growing 
partners produce financially successful crops. In doing so, we are able to nurture the world, its 
people and its resources into the future. This has always been the underlying goal of our growers, 
and it’s just the way Nature’s Partner does business.

This document outlines the programs and practices that demonstrate our ongoing commitment to 
these ideals.

Growing Into the Future with Nature’s Partner
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We started as growers and understand the importance of using farming best practices that make
the most efficient use of our precious resources while meeting our consumers’ high expectations. 
Some of the pre- and post-harvest techniques our growers routinely employ include drip irrigation, 
fertigation, and Integrated Pest Management. In addition to these efforts, our corporate offices 
continually seek ways to conserve energy in our daily operations and lower our carbon footprint. 

All of these methods, which are described in more detail below, simultaneously promote a healthy 
ecosystem while helping our growers produce high quality, flavorful fruits and vegetables.

Environmental Responsibility

Our growers make the best use of water resources by employing drip irrigation, targeted water 
pressure regulators, and soil moisture monitoring techniques that ensure only the minimum 
amount of water is used to keep plants actively growing without leaching nutrients past 
the root zone. 

Efficient Water Usage

Root Grafting
In addition to using the latest irrigation technologies

to control water usage, our growers in Mexico also
take advantage of a new technology that grafts

watermelon vines to pumpkin root stock. This
process makes the plants more resistant to fungus

and nematodes, while also requiring less
agrochemicals, fertilizer, and water.

By continually fine-tuning irrigation and water
preservation methods like these, our growers can
produce the highest quality fruits and vegetables

that consumers demand using fewer resources,
ultimately helping them become more profitable.

www.giumarra.com

The Salazar Ranch in Mexico
utilizes root grafting today.



Maintaining soil health and fertility is of the utmost importance in ensuring the long-term viability 
of our growers’ land, crops, and farming operations. Some of the best practices our growers use 
to manage soil health include:

 o Directly applying fertilization to crops via irrigation systems (called fertigation) so 
    nutrients are directly targeted only where needed.
 o Regularly taking soil and leaf samples to monitor plant nutrition so the precise amount 
    of nutrients are metered into drip irrigation systems.
 o Adding organic compounds to enhance the soil’s microbiological health only 
    when necessary.
 o Applying fertilizer using pressure tanks, speed injection, or by hand to the active 
    root zone in order to minimize waste.
 o Using properly-treated compost to add organic materials to soil and augment and 
    feed naturally-occurring soil microbial populations, which break down nutrients so 
    the tree may utilize them.
 o Conducting in-depth soil analyses in orchards via a third party agricultural consultant 
    to pinpoint and address any soil deficiencies. The third party then recommends the best 
    approach to meet fertilizer requirements. A sample report is shown below.

Soil Health
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Our growers are committed to using IPM methods whenever possible to help control harmful pests 
and wildlife naturally. This means less pesticides and chemicals are necessary to protect crops and 
a more diverse and healthy ecosystem is maintained on their farms. Our growers work with Pest 
Control Advisors to determine which beneficial insects can be used to balance problem insects, 
and also hang pheromone and mating disrupters in order to naturally control pest populations.    

When sprays are necessary for pest control, many of our growers use environmentally-friendly, 
softer pesticides and carefully monitor their use. 

Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

The Giumarra Companies have always strived to minimize energy consumption, waste, and carbon 
emissions at our offices, packing facilities, and distribution centers. To accomplish this goal, we 
participate in many Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle (RRR) initiatives and help offset our carbon footprint
through proactive green energy programs. Details on our daily RRR activities, as well as our more 
far-reaching efforts, are below.

Energy Conservation

There is an insectary 
near the Giumarra 
Reedley orchards that 
raises aphytis melinus 
on banana squash so it 
can be used to naturally 
control California 
red scale.

“Good bugs,” including 
Cryptolaemus montrouzieri 
and Coccidophilus citrícola, 
are produced in Agricom’s 
laboratory in Chile to help 
naturally control the mealy 
bug and white scale.

www.giumarra.com

Daily RRR Best Practices
 o Video and teleconferencing to reduce travel for intra-company meetings.
 o Energy-efficient lighting and Energy Star-rated appliances.
 o Double or triple pane windows and window treatments to reduce energy transfer.
 o Recycling programs, including reusable printer cartridges, to minimize waste.
 o Auto shutdown lights, thermostats, and office equipment to save energy.
 o Native, low-maintenance plants to assist in sound reduction, oxygen replacement,
    and aesthetic enhancement.
 o Reusable plastic containers (RPCs) when filling orders for specific customers.
 o Environmentally-friendly soaps and cleaning products to reduce the use of chemicals
    in the office.
 o Well-maintained cooling and packing equipment to ensure efficiency. 



Solar Energy at Giumarra Vineyards
One of the Giumarra Companies’ most recent 
clean energy initiatives is a photovoltaic solar 
and co-generation energy facility adjacent 
to Giumarra Vineyard’s main packing facility 
in Bakersfield, Calif. The solar panels, which 
cover an acre of land and produce 516 
kilowatts, will offset the majority of our 
processing facility’s electricity needs and 
more than 12,000 tons of CO2 emissions over 
the next 20 years. Additional land at Giumarra 
Vineyards has already been allocated for solar 
expansion plans.

Solar Energy at Subsole
Our international growers are also following suit to adopt solar energy programs. Subsole, a 
Chilean-based fresh produce company founded in 1991, is currently building a solar plant to power 
its irrigation systems in the Copiapó Valley in Chile. The installation is one of the first of its kind in 
the Chilean agriculture sector and will service grape orchards across 275 hectares of land.  

Our paper and packaging
suppliers are at the forefront
of their industries in pursuing 

sustainable best practices.

Giumarra’s commitment to using recyclable packaging is a direct
reflection of our love of the land. We use recyclable packaging 
for most of our products available today and plan to use recyclable 
containers for all products once more viable recyclable packaging
materials become available in the future.

We use kraft packaging, which is a more environmentally-friendly
option than traditional packaging because no chlorine bleach is
used during the manufacturing process. We are also beginning to
use compostable packaging for items such as bags and clamshells.

Environmentally Friendly Packaging
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At our core, we believe operating in a socially responsible manner is vital, not only for our business, 
but for our employees and surrounding communities. We have always strived to partner with 
growers who are deeply involved in their local communities, implementing initiatives that improve 
healthcare and education. Some of our key employee welfare policies and community development 
efforts of our growers are included below.

Social Responsibility
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Our growers around the world have made tremendous efforts to greatly improve the lives of their 
employees and the communities they live in. Examples of the life-changing programs two of our 
growers in Mexico have undertaken are highlighted here.

Salazar Ranch, Mexico
Our Mexican grapes and watermelons are grown by the Salazar family, who is deeply committed 
to their community and the wellbeing of their employees. Since 2001, the family has had a social 
responsibility program in place that provides a variety of free services to employees and their 
families. Some of these programs include: 

 o Building a basic service medical clinic that offers regular check-ups for employees 
    and their families.
 o Providing free nutritional support and oral hygiene education for children.
 o Constructing school rooms for multi-level classes and adult education programs for 
    workers who wish to continue their education.
 o Providing transportation to and from schools and free childcare for workers’ children.
 o Improving workers’ housing and making solar-powered phones available. 
 o Providing workers and their children with constructive, healthy activities 
    during days off. 

Grower Community Efforts

"The Caborca Community Center is considered
a drop of water in the desert because it brings

hope to children and their families who are
immersed in an environment that offers little
to no opportunities for a promising future."

- Pablo Borquez Almada, Foundation President

The Salazar family encourages education as a basis for self-improvement and virtue for
employees to enrich their quality of life and better the community as a whole.

Campo Pablo Borquez, Mexico
Our asparagus is grown by Campo Pablo Borquez S.A. de C.V., owned by the Borquez family in 
Mexico. Since 1994, the family has initiated several community development projects to improve 
housing, education, and health care. In 2006, the family founded the Borquez Schwartzbeck 
Foundation, which has brought several socioeconomic improvements to the community, including:

 o Constructing a health care center.
 o Providing scholarships and home improvements 
    to residents. 
 o Raising $120,000 to build the Pueblo Yaqui 
    Community Center, which provides daycare 
    for 100 children and a media classroom with 
    25 computers.
 o Helping build the Coast de Caborca Community 
    Center where community members can learn 
    skills of self-growth. 
 o Creating the Genesis Youth Leadership Program, 
    which provides counseling sessions and addiction 
    prevention services.



Giumarra proudly offers a line of Fair Trade Certified asparagus, bell peppers, cucumbers, grapes, 
tomatoes, winter squash, and watermelon grown in Mexico:

 o Salazar Ranch was Fair Trade Certified in May 2012 for its watermelon and grapes grown 
    in Sonora, Mexico. 
 o Pablo Borquez of Campo Pablo Borquez was certified in June 2012 for his asparagus 
    grown in Obregon, Mexico. 
 o Llano was certified in 2013 for its full line of organic vegetables and melons grown in 
    Guaymas, Mexico.

The proceeds generated by our Fair Trade program support community social, economic, and 
environmental development programs voted on by worker councils comprised of farm employees.
For example, from February through August 2013, Fair Trade sales of asparagus by Campo Pablo 
Borquez raised $50,000 which will be used by workers for improving housing conditions and 
the education of their children.

Fair Trade
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Our growers operate as true members of our family, and we work together with them to research 
and implement the newest sustainable farming technologies on a regular basis. These programs 
allow our growers to pursue environmentally- friendly opportunities while making their business 
and operations more efficient and profitable.

Growing Into the Future

New Farming Innovations & Technologies

Rotating Cross Arm (RCA) 
Technology for Blackberries
Our farmers in Georgia are using new cross-arm 
rotation trellis systems that allow blackberries 
to grow on one side of the trellis until harvesting 
and then be moved into a protected position near 
the ground for the winter and spring months. 

This technology produces a higher quality berry for 
our customers and several benefits to our farmers. 
These include reduced labor costs for pruning and 
harvesting, reduced sunburn damage, and expanded 
production areas as the blackberries can be 
protected from severe winter weather via 
floating row covers.

At the end of the growing season, the
canopy is rotated in the winter/spring position.



Integrated Farming Operations - Grupo Rocío
Grupo Rocío, our grower partner in Trujillo, Peru, has
developed an integrated farming method for growing

asparagus in the Peruvian desert, an otherwise
inhospitable growing climate.  With the development

of the Chavimochic irrigation system in 1992, they
implemented the first drip irrigation system in the
region using water brought down from the Andes.
Once complete, they added soil nutrients to the
desert sand to create a growing environment for

700 hectares of asparagus.

After the asparagus is harvested each season, they
combine the composted asparagus plants with other

soil nutrients to create more fertilized soil for the
next growing season.  This integrated farming

method allowed them to expand their crops to
include 720 hectares of avocados in 2005, and 150

hectares of blueberries in 2011 – all with renewable
water and soil fertilization techniques.

The Chavimochic irrigation scheme
stretches from the Andes to the

northwest corner of Peru.
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New Proprietary Variety Research & Development
Giumarra recognizes the need to provide its growers with flavorful, high quality varieties so that 
in turn, they may supply this fruit to the market and consumers may enjoy them. We own the
exclusive rights in North America to market DulceVida, a line of exceptionally-flavored peach, 
plum, and nectarine varieties developed by Star Fruits, a French company representing a group 
of multiple breeders. The varieties are grown in our test orchards in Kingsburg, Calif., where they 
undergo careful evaluation both internally and by a third party for flavor, post harvest, and 
alternate-use testing. Once a variety is ready for commercial use, we work with our growers in 
both North America and Chile who are interested in growing the fruit.

Additionally, Giumarra Vineyards is at the forefront of new grape variety development along with 
its partner Grapa Company, a distributor licensing business. The new varieties require less 
resources to grow due to greater yields and more pest and environmental resistance. They are 
also incredibly high in flavor and include green, red, and black grape varieties. We work with 
growers worldwide, particularly in the U.S. and Chile, to license and market the fruit.

Asaparus, avocados, and blueberries
grown in the desert.

The integrated farming
operation of Grupo Rocio. 



Produce Traceability

Giumarra Farm Application 
Produce traceability is an industry-wide effort to track every box of fresh produce sold in the 
United States and Canada. Several milestones have been set by the Produce Traceability Initiative 
(PTI) in an effort to create uniformity throughout the food industry in a timely manner. 

Giumarra Companies has taken the initiative 
to be one of the leading companies propelling 
this effort forward by developing Giumarra 
Farm Application, a software program that 
enables growers to record data on crop 
production and labor productivity. The 
field-based system uses portable barcode 
scanners so growers may monitor their reports 
in real time and help manage food safety, 
harvest, packing, labor, and traceability – 
all leading to more efficient use of resources.

Not only does this system exceed PTI milestones and guidelines, it takes produce traceability to 
the next level by giving our retailers and partners access to our product traceability with the 
click of a button. Through its web-based interface, it delivers fast and accurate product tracking 
using the GS-1 Standard, Global Trade Item Number (GTIN), and Proprietary Lot Code information 
in an organized and user-friendly manner online.
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Giumarra’s traceback system far
exceeds the government standards

for speed and effectiveness.

As new research programs, farming technologies, and environmentally conscious-growing methods 
are developed into the foreseeable future, Nature’s Partner’s is  committed to not just doing its 
part, but helping leading the charge. We will continue to strengthen our conservation efforts, 
grow even higher quality fruits and vegetables, and improve the health of our industry. Why?

Conclusion

It’s just the way Nature’s Partner does business.


